Failure to find evidence for deletion of LCE3C and LCE3B genes at PSORS4 contributing to psoriasis susceptibility in Tunisian families.
Recently, it has been shown that a deletion in the late cornified envelope (LCE) gene cluster (LCE3C_LCE3B-del) is associated with susceptibility to psoriasis in European and Asian populations. However, no study of this deletion has been performed in the North African population. The aim of the present study was to investigate whether this deletion is associated with familial psoriasis in Tunisian population. A total of 34 patients and 55 healthy individuals were recruited from 7 multiplex families and a PCR assay was used to determine the association of this deletion. Its effect on susceptibility to psoriasis was assessed using the PDT program. We failed to detect any evidence of association between LCE3C_LCE3B-del and psoriasis in Tunisian families. No epistasic effect was found between the deletion and PSORS1 locus. These findings indicate that the LCE3C_LCE3B-del does not contribute in a major way to psoriasis susceptibility in Tunisian families.